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ALL COUNTY INFORMATION NOTICE NO. I-98-06 

 
 
TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS 

 ALL CalWORKs PROGRAM SPECIALISTS 
            ALL WELFARE-TO-WORK COORDINATORS                           

REASON FOR THIS TRANSMITTAL

[  ] State Law Change 
[  ] Federal Law or Regulation 
 Change 
[  ] Court Order 
[  ] Clarification Requested by 
     One or More Counties 
[x] Initiated by CDSS 

 
 
SUBJECT:  ACCESSING LOCAL APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS   
 
 
The purpose of this All County Information Notice (ACIN) is to provide counties 
information on accessing local apprenticeship programs for California Work 
Opportunities and Responsibility to Kids (CalWORKs) participants.  During the 
California Department of Social Services’ (CDSS) discussion with stakeholder 
workgroups that are addressing California’s response to changes made to the federal 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program, apprenticeship programs 
were identified as a valuable work opportunity that may be underutilized in CalWORKs.  
Increased use of apprenticeship programs may result in more CalWORKs families 
becoming self-sufficient and help the state in meeting the federal work participation rate 
requirements.  Therefore, CDSS is encouraging counties to fully access apprenticeship 
programs in their county by contacting their local Division of Apprenticeship Standards 
(DAS) office and forming collaborative partnerships.     
 
BENEFITS OF APPRENTICESHIPS 
 
Apprenticeships offer CalWORKs participants an excellent avenue to self-sufficiency.  
Although most apprenticeship programs take up to three or four years of training, some 
students earn money while they learn, practicing their trade under the supervision of a 
journeyperson by day and attending classes at night.   
 
Apprenticeships develop highly trained workers with marketable skills that are in high 
demand by employers and industries.  Employers may even sponsor the apprenticeship 
program or the participant because it creates a pool of employees with desired skills.  
The starting pay for most certified apprentices is based on a percentage of the skilled 
worker’s wages, with increases every six months in most trades.  Apprenticeship 
programs offer opportunities for high wage jobs with some jobs paying an annual 
income of up to $100,000.   Additionally, many trade occupations provide fringe benefits 
such as vacation pay, health and dental insurance, pensions, etc.    
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DIVISION OF APPRENTICESHIP STANDARDS (DAS)
 
There are 643 active apprenticeship programs in more than 200 occupations statewide 
that are administered by DAS.  DAS has the following two goals:  
 
(1)  Matching the needs of workers (acquire the skills to get and keep a decent 

paying job) with those of employers (hire motivated workers with the skills to do 
the job). 

 
(2)  Strengthening apprenticeship partnerships among industry, labor, education, and 

government for recruiting workers and teaching skills workers and their 
employers require.    

 
DAS also works closely with One-Stop centers to connect apprenticeship programs with 
training and services offered through the one-stop system.  For more information on 
DAS, please log on to www.dir.ca.gov/DAS/DAS.html. 
 
A list of local DAS offices and representatives’ contact numbers for each county is 
attached (see Attachment I).  Please contact your local DAS office/representative to 
learn more about the apprenticeship programs that are available in your county and the 
minimum qualifications and requirements that a participant is required to meet to 
participate in the program.  DAS also maintains a database that provides information on 
available apprenticeship programs by craft and geographic region at 
www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp.  
          
If you have questions regarding this letter, please contact your County Liaison in the 
Employment Bureau, at (916) 654-2137. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Document Signed  
By 
KÄREN DICKERSON, Chief 
Employment and Eligibility Branch 
 
c: CWDA 
 CSAC 
 DAS 
 EDD 
 
Attachment 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/DAS/DAS.html
http://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp
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ATTACHMENT I 
 

Department of Apprenticeship Standards (DAS) Contact Information 
 

County DAS office Contact Phone Email 
Alameda San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Alpine Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Amador Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Butte Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Calaveras Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Colusa Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Contra Costa San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Del Norte San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
El Dorado Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Fresno Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Glenn Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Humboldt San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Imperial San Diego Gary Karnopp (619) 767-2045 gkarnopp@dir.ca.gov
Inyo Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Kern Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Kings Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Lake San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Lassen Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Los Angeles Los Angeles Stephanie Foster (213) 576-7745 stfoster@dir.ca.gov
Madera Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Marin San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Mariposa Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Mendocino San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Merced Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Modoc Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Mono Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Monterey San Jose Esther Gamberutti (408) 277-1276 egamberutti@dir.ca.gov
Napa San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Nevada Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Orange Santa Ana Minnie Poindexter (714) 558-4129 mpoindexter@dir.ca.gov
Placer Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Plumas Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Riverside Santa Ana Minnie Poindexter (714) 558-4129 mpoindexter@dir.ca.gov
Sacramento Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
San Benito San Jose Esther Gamberutti (408) 277-1276 egamberutti@dir.ca.gov
San Bernardino Santa Ana Minnie Poindexter (714) 558-4129 mpoindexter@dir.ca.gov
San Diego San Diego Gary Karnopp (619) 767-2045 gkarnopp@dir.ca.gov

San Francisco San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
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County DAS office Contact Phone Email 

San Joaquin Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
San Luis Obispo Los Angeles Stephanie Foster (213) 576-7745 stfoster@dir.ca.gov
San Mateo San Jose Esther Gamberutti (408) 277-1276 egamberutti@dir.ca.gov
Santa Barbara Los Angeles Stephanie Foster (213) 576-7745 stfoster@dir.ca.gov
Santa Clara San Jose Esther Gamberutti (408) 277-1276 egamberutti@dir.ca.gov
Santa Cruz San Jose Esther Gamberutti (408) 277-1276 egamberutti@dir.ca.gov
Shasta Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Sierra Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Siskiyou Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Solano San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Sonoma San Francisco Victor Aguirre (415) 703-1140 vaguirre@dir.ca.gov
Stanislaus Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Sutter Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Tehama Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Trinity Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Tulare Fresno Rachael Freemen (559) 445-5431 rfreeman@dir.ca.gov
Tuolumne Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Ventura Los Angeles Stephanie Foster (213) 576-7745 stfoster@dir.ca.gov
Yolo Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
Yuba Sacramento Donald Merrill (916) 263-2877 dmerrill@dir.ca.gov
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DAS Office Locations 
 
San Francisco Operational 
Services  

    San Francisco District Office San Jose District Office 

455 Golden Gate Avenue,  
10th floor 

455 Golden Gate Avenue,  
10th floor 

100 Paseo de San Antonio, 
# 125 

San Francisco, CA 94102 San Francisco, CA 94102 San Jose, CA 95113 
(415) 703-4920  (415) 703-1128  (408) 277-1273 
     

Sacramento District Office     Fresno District Office 
 
Los Angeles District 
Office 

2424 Arden Way, 
 Suite 160 

2550 Mariposa Mall, 
 Room 3080 

320 West 4th Street,  
Suite 830 

Sacramento, CA 95825 Fresno, CA 93721  Los Angeles, CA 90013 
(916) 263-2877  (559) 445-5431  (213) 576-7750 
 
     
Santa Ana District Office    San Diego District Office  
28 Civic Center Plaza,  
Room 525 

7575 Metropolitan Drive,  
Suite 209  

Santa Ana, CA 92701  San Diego, CA 92123  
(714) 558-4126  (619) 767-2045   

 
 
  

 
 
District Offices Hours 
Monday – Friday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 
(Except State Holidays) 
 
 
 
   

Search for Apprenticeship Programs by County and Occupation   
http://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp  

 
 

Division of Apprenticeship Standards Website 

 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/apprenticeship.html
 

http://www.dir.ca.gov/databases/das/aigstart.asp
http://www.dir.ca.gov/apprenticeship.html



